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Happy December! Safe Toys and Gifts Month is an awareness campaign held
annually in December. This initiative aims to raise awareness about the
importance of choosing safe and age-appropriate toys and gifts for children
during the holiday season.  December is when many people are buying and
exchanging gifts, especially for children, and it's important to prioritize safety
when selecting toys.
Here are some tips to keep in mind during Safe Toys and Gifts Month:
1. Check for Age Appropriateness:

Ensure that the toy is suitable for the child's age and developmental level. 
Most toys have age recommendations on the packaging.

2. Inspect for Small Parts:
Avoid toys with small parts that can be a choking hazard, especially for
young children. Check for warning labels on the packaging.

3. Look for Non-Toxic Materials:
Choose toys made from non-toxic materials. Be aware of any potential
allergens or harmful chemicals in the toys.

4. Consider Durability:



Select well-made and durable toys to reduce the risk of breakage and
potential injuries.

5. Check for Recalls:
Before purchasing a toy, check for any recalls. You can visit the Consumer
Product Safety Commission (CPSC) website to see if the product has been
recalled. http://cpsc.gov

6. Supervise Play:
Always supervise young children while they are playing, especially with
toys that have small parts or potential hazards.

7. Promote Physical Activity:
Consider toys that encourage physical activity and exercise to support a
healthy lifestyle.

8. Avoid Toys with Strings or Cords:
Strings and cords can pose a strangulation risk, so it's best to avoid toys
with these features for young children.

By being mindful of these tips and making informed choices, you can contribute
to creating a safe and enjoyable play environment for children.

If you are interested in borrowing toys from the Resource and Referral Lending
Library, please go to the link: https://trcacrr.myturn.com/library/. The library
contains many educational and age-appropriate materials and activities.
 
Best,

Sheri Noble
R&R Program Director
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Safe Toys & Gifts Month is an annual observance dedicated to promoting the
safety of toys and gifts for children, particularly during the holiday season. It
serves as a reminder to parents, caregivers, and gift-givers to choose age-
appropriate and safe toys to ensure the well-being of young recipients.

What is Safe Toys & Gifts Month 2023?
Safe Toys & Gifts Month focuses on raising awareness about the importance of
selecting toys and gifts that meet safety standards and align with a child’s age
and developmental stage. The goal is to prevent accidents and injuries caused
by inappropriate or hazardous toys, especially during a time when gift-giving is
common.

When is Safe Toys & Gifts Month 2023?
Safe Toys & Gifts Month is observed throughout the month of December,
coinciding with the holiday season when gift shopping and toy selection are at
their peak. It is a reminder to prioritize safety when choosing presents for
children. In 2023, it will run from December 1st to December 31st.

How to Promote Safe Toys & Gifts in 2023?
Promoting safe toys and gifts during this month is essential for children’s well-
being. Here are ways to participate and ensure safe gift-giving:



Check Labels: Always look for age-appropriate labels on toys and gifts, and
follow the manufacturer’s recommendations.
Avoid Small Parts: Steer clear of toys with small parts or choking hazards for
young children.
Inspect for Hazards: Examine toys for sharp edges, loose parts, or any
potential dangers that could harm children.
Read Reviews: Research toys and gifts online, read reviews, and ask for
recommendations from other parents and caregivers.
Consider Child’s Age: Take into account a child’s age, interests, and abilities
when selecting gifts.
Support Educational Toys: Choose toys and gifts that encourage learning,
creativity, and development.
Spread Awareness: Share safety tips and information about Safe Toys & Gifts
Month with your community and on social media.

History of Safe Toys & Gifts Month
Safe Toys & Gifts Month was established to educate consumers about toy
safety and the potential risks associated with certain toys and gifts. The
campaign emphasizes the importance of making informed choices when
selecting items for children and prioritizing their safety above all else.

Organizations and consumer advocacy groups actively participate in this
campaign to raise awareness and provide valuable information to parents and
gift-givers.

Relevant Hashtags
When sharing information about safe toys and gift choices, consider using
these relevant hashtags to spread awareness:

#SafeToys
#GiftSafety
#ChildSafety
#HolidayGifts
#ToyRecommendations
#ParentingTips

Using these hashtags can help you join conversations, share valuable insights,
and connect with others who prioritize child safety during the holiday season.

Please click the link below for the article:
https://www.awarenessdays.com/awareness-days-calendar/safe-toys-gifts-
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Important Reminders from the Subsidy Department
 
1. Parents and providers, if you cannot drop off the attendance forms at the

various black drop box locations, you may email the attendance forms to the
following email address:  rrinfo@trcac.org.  Please do not email Case
Managers the attendance forms.  Please note if you email the attendance
forms, we do not need the originals, as the electronic version is acceptable. 
However, please retain the originals for your records.    

2. Parents, just a friendly reminder: when your child care eligibility comes up for
recertification, or you are a new enrollment, and your case manager sends
you your document checklist, you must have ALL documents to complete
your appointment.  If you do not have all your documents, your appointment
will be rescheduled. 

3. The Resource Connection shall reimburse registration fees charged either in
a single payment or prorated over 12 months.  As long as the provider
documents that the contractual terms used for services to unsubsidized
families require payment for such fees; and the fees do not exceed the
maximum subsidy amount. 

4. Providers, if you need additional attendance/claim forms, please click the link
below to download and print them out, or please contact our office to have

https://trcac.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=703e64aca7fc4720b53f7bbdc&id=ffeefc7b15&e=4b126e040c
mailto:rrinfo@trcac.org


them mailed to you:
https://rr.trcac.org/info/docs/subsidy_attendance_app_fill-in_form_20160607_revised_20210608.pdf

Resource and Referral Newsletter & Professional Development

Amador & Calaveras Office (209) 754-1075

https://trcac.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=703e64aca7fc4720b53f7bbdc&id=2d565475ab&e=4b126e040c














Fun Christmas Activities for Kids and Families to Try This Year

If you and your family celebrate Christmas, then you may have some tried-and-
true traditions you can't go the merry season without checking off. From hitting
the slopes on skis or sleds to decorating sugar cookies with red and green
sprinkles, there are piles of festive activities the whole family can enjoy. And

https://trcac.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=703e64aca7fc4720b53f7bbdc&id=7e646e9fcc&e=4b126e040c
https://trcac.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=703e64aca7fc4720b53f7bbdc&id=7e646e9fcc&e=4b126e040c
https://trcac.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=703e64aca7fc4720b53f7bbdc&id=6753977153&e=4b126e040c


when it comes to fun Christmas activities for kids, there are even
more entertaining games and kid-friendly craft projects to take on as you mark
down the days until Christmas Day.

While living in states where a winter wonderland is highly likely to be
breathtaking on Christmas morning, this weather can make traveling for certain
activities cumbersome. But the following ideas are totally stress-free as you can
do the majority of them while sitting by a crackling fire at home. Just because
you don't have to go on as long of a journey as Santa Claus, these Christmas
activities for kids will be just as fun and entertaining as the best Christmas
riddle out there. Plus, you can even turn some of these ideas into DIY
decorations to deck your halls all merry and bright!

1. Make snowman spoons for hot cocoa.

When the weather outside is frightful, grab a steaming cup of hot cocoa and
one of these minty snowman spoons. It'll warm your kids right up.

Get the Snowman Spoons Chocolate recipe.

2. Make popcorn garland.

Creating Christmas decorations that look good enough to eat is perfect for
creating beautiful holiday memories. All you need to make a festive popcorn
garland is a string, a needle, plus fresh popcorn and cranberries.

3. Make your own holiday card display.

Instead of taping all of your holiday cards to a window or sliding door, grab your
kids and get to work on this fun craft that adds to your winter wonderland. Cut
three pieces of garland to the desired length (we used a longer one in the
center). Wrap the top of each garland around a wooden hanger, securing it with
hot glue, and let it dry. Hang it up on the wall and use clothespins to secure the
cards.

4.  Deck the halls.

Literally! Think your walls are dull? Hand the kids some Christmas lights and let
them go to town as they brighten up the hallways.

5. Stage the family Christmas photo.
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Thanks to all the virtual schooling last year and always holding devices, your
child may be a whiz at making everyone look good on camera. Let the kids take
the reign of holiday photo time, then choose a fun winter-themed Instagram
caption together.

For the full article, please click the link below:

https://www.womansday.com/life/g2054/christmas-activities-for-kids/
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BEST NO-BAKE CHRISTMAS TREATS TO MAKE WITH KIDS

1. HEALTHY REINDEER PEANUT BUTTER BALLS

These healthy Christmas-time reindeer peanut butter balls are made using rice
Krispies, peanut butter, honey, chia, and flax seeds, then dipped in chocolate.
They are adorable and fun to make with children!
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2. CHOCOLATE COVERED MARSHMALLOWS

Marshmallows covered in chocolate are a crowd favorite. Make these cute
holiday chocolate-covered marshmallows with your little ones for a delicious
cookie box filler or snack.

3. 2-INGREDIENT COCONUT BALLS

These 2 ingredient coconut balls only need desiccated coconuts and
sweetened condensed milk. You then roll them and roll them again in more
coconut. If you want to get extra creative, decorate these delicious condensed
milk coconut balls to look like little snowmen and enjoy!

4. PRETZEL STICK SNOWMEN

This recipe has an option for making your own pretzel sticks, but you don’t have
to. Grab some pretzel sticks from your local grocery store, dip them in white
chocolate, and decorate! They’re adorable and so festive.

5. NUTTER BUTTER REINDEER

These are simple and very quick to make if you are in a rush. You will need
nutter butter, pretzels, m&m’s candy, and some eyeball for the perfect reindeer
cookies!

For the full recipe, please click the link below:
https://lifestyleofafoodie.com/27-easy-no-bake-christmas-treats-to-make-with-kids/
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Free Little Library

?There is a brand new Little Free Library right in front of the offices of The Resource

Connection Child Care Resources and Amador Child Care Council! Our new Little

Free Library was donated by First 5 Calaveras and painted by our very talented R&R

Supervisor, Karen! We are so excited to announce this to the community and invite

anyone to stop by to "Take a Book, or Leave a Book!" If you are looking to get rid of

books that you no longer want, please consider donating them to this sweet little

library... and grab a book to take home while you're here!

 
The beautiful artwork on our Little Free Library features wildflowers, bees, and
butterflies and encourages folks to take care of our pollinators. There will be free
packages of Pollinator Mix flower seeds inside as well for library visitors to plant in
their gardens! We would like to thank First 5 Calaveras for this very generous
donation. Visit us at - 8085 Highway 26, Suite G, in Mokelumne Hill! Our Library is
also registered on the worldwide map! Visit here.
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The Resource Connection Child Care Resource & Referral - rr.trcac.org

Our mailing and physical address is:
8085 Highway 26, Suite G
Mokelumne Hill, CA 95245

Hours: 8:00 a.m.– 4:30 p.m. / Monday–Thursday
CLOSED DAILY:  12:00 p.m.-12:30 p.m.

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

(209) 754-1075 / rrinfo@trcac.org / Facebook
Copyright 2019 - 2021 - credits - The Resource Connection, Inc.
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