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Happy December!  The Resource Connection Child Care Resource and Referral program

is wrapping up the end of the year with some exciting events and activities.  On December

13th we are hosting a Parent Café which offers an excellent opportunity for parents to

connect with other parents.  For more information, the flyer is located in this newsletter.  In

addition, we are asking providers to help decorate the office windows again for the holiday

season with color sheets of winter houses.  Coloring sheets are due on December 5th. 

 Once the windows are full of artwork, we will post pictures on the Resource and Referral

website and social media sites.  We enjoyed the artwork decorations last year and can’t

wait to see the office full of artwork again.  One final note, we received another shipment of

Personal Protective Equipment for early learning providers.  If you need any items, please

give us a call. 



Happy Holidays, 

  

Sheri Noble 

R&R Program Director 
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Operation Santa Paws 
 

Operation Santa Paws encourages animal lovers to share the gift of giving at
shelters everywhere from December 1st to December 24th. During this holiday
season, let’s show a little extra love to our furry friends whom we love with all
our hearts. The campaign goal of Operation Santa Paws is to stock the shelters
with much-needed supplies. Our four-legged friends need to feel loved during
the holidays just like we do!

Our pets are significant to us. For many people, they’re a member of the family.
They are our best friends, our protectors; sometimes, they even serve as
therapists to us. The campaign reminds us of the millions of pets in shelters in
need of loving homes. Unfortunately, about 7.6 million companion animals
(dogs, cats, and other domestic pets) enter shelters around the country yearly. 



Although many get adopted, the majority spend much of their lives in cages.
December is a time to donate a new blanket, toy, or even some treats for a
shelter animal to enjoy during the holidays.

HOW TO OBSERVE #OperationSantaPaws
Use #OperationSantaPaws to spread the word on social media! The more we
raise awareness, the more people all over the nation will take a little time out of
their day to donate. In your post, show others what you gave so they have an
idea of what they can go shopping for. Without the support of kindhearted,
generous people all over the United States, Operation Santa Paws wouldn’t
work. If you have donated or plan to this year, we thank you from the bottom of
our hearts!

OPERATION SANTA PAWS HISTORY
Justin Rudd founded Operation Santa Paws in 2001 as part of the Haute
Dog organization. The mission encourages animal lovers to donate treats and
pet toys so animals in shelters can feel the love during the holidays just like the
rest of us. 

To view the article, please click the link below: 
https://nationaldaycalendar.com/operation-santa-paws-december-1st-24th/ 
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A Fun Felt Christmas Stocking Kids Can Sew 
 

I wanted an easy-to-make Christmas stocking that kids can sew as a challenge for my Sew a Softie

Facebook group…something simple, fun, and quick that mums and grandmas could make with all their

kids the little ones and the big ones. I think this would be a lovely family activity before Christmas where

everyone could design and make their own Christmas stocking. All that you have to sew in this project is

the outline of the stocking in a running stitch, so it really is easy for newbies. And of course, the design

possibilities are endless. 

On the Christmas stockings above I’ve used a tree design from felt and buttons. Elsewhere I’ve decorated

stockings with snowflake shapes or with the stocking owner's name cut from different colored felt letters.

But your kids will have no trouble coming up with their own designs. Just have lots of colored felt and

decorations on hand and the kids (and adults) will be happy. 

I’d love to see what you and your kids make and invite you to post your stockings in the Facebook group.

And if you have any questions about sewing, the Facebook group is a great place to ask or this post

on Sewing with Kids is the ultimate guide on what you need to have and do when sewing with kids! 

What you need to sew a Christmas Stocking:

https://trcac.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=703e64aca7fc4720b53f7bbdc&id=a1a61e346d&e=4b126e040c
https://trcac.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=703e64aca7fc4720b53f7bbdc&id=25ae1d6f35&e=4b126e040c
https://trcac.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=703e64aca7fc4720b53f7bbdc&id=81516960b8&e=4b126e040c
https://trcac.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=703e64aca7fc4720b53f7bbdc&id=16010b7fdc&e=4b126e040c


Please note some links below may be affiliate links 

Two 45 cm X 30 cm  pieces of felt 

Needle 

Thread 

Pins 

Glue

What to do:

1. Print out the stocking template.  Cut out the two halves and tape them together to complete the

stocking’s shape. Pin this template onto each of the 45 cm X 30 cm pieces of felt and cut out two stocking

shapes.

Take one of the shapes and sew two parallel lines across the toe, around the heel, and across the top of

the stocking. These are just decorative touches that you can leave out if you want.

Cut a 10 cm x 1 cm strip of felt to make a loop for the stocking to hang from. Pin and sew the loop into

place. 

2.   Cut out the shapes that you want to use in your design and sew or glue them into place on the

stocking.

Place the stocking face up on top of the remaining stocking shape. Pin the two shapes together. 

3.  Sew the two sides together keeping your sewing line about 1/2 cm in from the edge of the stocking.

Now your Christmas stocking is ready for Santa to fill.

If your kids have caught the sewing bug and are begging to sew something else, and it will happen, then

let them try these easy-to-sew Christmas plushies …but I call them softies.

Happy sewing! 

To view the article, please click the link below: 

https://www.sewasoftie.com/2016/11/christmas-stocking-kids-can-sew.html 
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Important Reminders from the Subsidy Department 
 

1. Parents, please be sure to contact your case manager if you need to make changes to

your child care certificate. 

2. Providers if you are wanting to enroll in direct deposit, please reach out to our office for

assistance.

3. Providers, if you need additional attendance/claim forms, please click the link below to

download and print them out or please contact our office to have them mailed to you:

https://rr.trcac.org/info/docs/subsidy_attendance_app_fill-
in_form_20160607_revised_20210608.pdf 
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No-Bake Dark Chocolate-Peppermint Sandwich Cookies Recipe

Christmas cookies just got a whole lot easier. Sure, we love to go all-out with homemade layer cakes and

pies, but sometimes, you just don't want to turn on the oven. When you've got a family to feed and cookie

tins to fill, these No-Bake Dark Chocolate-Peppermint Sandwich Cookies will be your holiday hero.

Thanks to store-bought chocolate wafers, these cookies look fancy even though they require no baking.

The wafers get a serious upgrade with peppermint cream filling and a melted chocolate coating, resulting

in a homemade, Christmas-ready version of everyone's favorite minty Girl Scout cookie.

The slim wafers help you achieve a thin, crispy cookie sandwich, ensuring consistency in a big batch.

Filled with homemade peppermint frosting and dunked in a melted chocolate coating, these No-Bake Dark

Chocolate-Peppermint Sandwich Cookies taste just as good as they look. Adding coconut oil to your dark

chocolate boosts its shine and results in a thinner consistency, which allows for easier dipping. Top with

crushed peppermints, candy canes, star mints, sprinkles, or any other holiday garnish that suits your

fancy.

Ingredients

https://trcac.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=703e64aca7fc4720b53f7bbdc&id=5f09b5796a&e=4b126e040c
https://trcac.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=703e64aca7fc4720b53f7bbdc&id=5011b28f9b&e=4b126e040c
https://trcac.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=703e64aca7fc4720b53f7bbdc&id=5a81579161&e=4b126e040c


1 cup unsifted powdered sugar

½ cup unsalted butter

1 tablespoon whole milk

¼ teaspoon peppermint extract

Red food coloring gel

54 chocolate wafer cookies (from 2 [9-oz.] pkg., such as Nabisco Famous Chocolate Wafers)

2 (12-oz.) pkg. bittersweet chocolate chips

1 tablespoon plus 1 tsp. coconut oil

Crushed hard peppermint candies

Directions

1. Beat powdered sugar, butter, milk, and peppermint extract with a stand mixer fitted with a paddle

attachment on medium speed until smooth, about 1 minute. Using a wooden pick, add 1 small drop of

food coloring to the mixture. Beat until the color is evenly distributed, about 1 minute. Beat in additional

food coloring until the desired color is reached. Transfer frosting to a piping bag or a ziplock plastic bag

with a ½-inch corner snipped off.

2. Arrange half of the wafer cookies upside down on a clean work surface. Pipe a 1-inch dollop (about 2

teaspoons) frosting onto each cookie; top with remaining cookies facing right side up. (Reserve any

remaining frosting for another use.) Gently press sandwich cookies to push the filling almost to the

outer edges.

3. Place chocolate and coconut oil in a microwavable bowl. Microwave on HIGH until fully melted and

smooth, 3 minutes, stopping to stir every 30 seconds. Dip 1 sandwich cookie into the melted chocolate

mixture using a fork, coating completely and letting excess drip back into the bowl. Transfer the dipped

sandwich cookie to a baking sheet lined with parchment paper, and immediately sprinkle with crushed

peppermint candies. Repeat the procedure with the remaining sandwich cookies, melted chocolate

mixture, and crushed candies.

4. Chill dipped sandwich cookies until set, about 30 minutes. Store in an airtight container in the

refrigerator for up to 5 days. 
 



To review the article, please click the link below: 
https://www.southernliving.com/recipes/no-bake-dark-chocolate-peppermint-
sandwich-cookies-recipe 
 

https://trcac.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=703e64aca7fc4720b53f7bbdc&id=499247c53d&e=4b126e040c
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